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A Message From The Dean of 
the College of Law

April 12, 2018

To the participants and attendees of Transatlantic Approaches to Racial Equality, 

It’s my great pleasure to welcome you, on behalf of the University of Cincinnati College of 
Law, to participate in this timely exploration of race, difference, inequality, and social justice 
in the U.S. and Europe.  

Today, the U.S. and the European Union (EU) stand at similar crossroads, framed on one 
hand by the aspirational equality both polities have struggled to realize and, on the other 
hand, by a reactionary conservatism that manifests as xenophobia, nationalism, and popu-
lism. Recent examples in the U.S. include racially disparate policing and rollbacks on voting 
rights—even as the broader society hurtles toward greater diversity. Across the Atlantic, the 
EU has emerged from a series of crises that propelled segments of the populace toward Eu-
roscepticism, which couches antipathy to the Union’s core principles of democracy, equality, 
and rule of law. 

In the face of these obstacles, how are scholars and civil society continuing to fight for racial 
and ethnic minorities? Have these parallel trends spurred similar strategies of advocacy and 
resistance, or do cultural, social, political, legal, and institutional differences between Europe 
and America render divergences inevitable? Are contemporary social movements on one 
side of the Atlantic inspiring the other side in any way? 

These questions and many more will be the focus of your work today.  I couldn’t be more 
excited to know that the College of Law is co-hosting this interdisciplinary, international array 
of talented scholars.  Thank you for bringing your expertise to UC to expand our knowledge 
and connections to the global community of scholars, activists, and others dedicated to so-
cial justice.  

Sincerely, 

Verna L. Williams
Interim Dean and Nippert Professor of Law
University of Cincinnati College of Law
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Transatlantic Approaches to Racial Equality is an  
interdisciplinary conference that explores the  
challenges to racial equality faced by Europe and the 
United States. Today, these two polities stand at simi-
lar crossroads, framed on one hand by an aspirational 
equality that both have struggled to realize and on 
the other hand by a reactionary conservatism that 
manifests as xenophobia, nationalism, and populism. 
This conference brings together experts from both 
sides of the Atlantic from anthropology, communi-
cations, culture studies, law, media studies, political 
science, and sociology.

The panels explore the following topics:

• Critical race theory and racial formation
• Intersectionality, civil society, and social movements
• Representation and media
• Remedies and strategies

About the Conference
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Esquire Theatre
320 LUDLOW AVE., CINCINNATI, OH
 
5:00–7:00 p.m. 
Film Screening of Trapped by Law (by Sami Mustafa) 

7:00–9:00 p.m.
Dinner for Presenters and Moderators
Postmark Restaurant, 3410 Telford St., Cincinnati, OH

African American Cultural and Resource Center
60 W. CHARLTON ST., CINCINNATI, OH

8:00–9:00 a.m.  
Breakfast

9:00–9:15 a.m.  
Opening Remarks by David Stradling, Associate Dean for Humanities and 
Zane Miller Professor of Urban History, University of Cincinnati

9:15–10:30 a.m. 
Panel 1: Critical Race Theory and Racial Formation

MODERATOR  
Emily Houh (University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, OH)
   
PANELISTS  
• Cengiz Barskanmaz (Max Planck Institute, Berlin, Germany)
• Mathias Möschel (Central European University, Budapest, Hungary)
• Debra Thompson (University of Oregon, Eugene, OR)

10:30–10:45 a.m.    
Break

10:45 a.m.–12:00 p.m.    
Panel 2: Intersectionality, Social Movements, and Civil Society

MODERATOR
Michele Vialet (University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, OH)

PANELISTS
• Amna Akbar (The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH)
• Tiffany Florvil (University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM)
• Angela Kocze (Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem, NC)
      

Schedule of Events

Thursday, April 12 

Friday, April 13 
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12:00–1:30 p.m.     
Lunch and Keynote Address
   
Cheryl I. Harris, Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert Foundation Chair in Civil Rights 
and Civil Liberties (UCLA School of Law, Los Angeles, CA)

1:30–2:45 p.m.    
Panel 3: Representation and Media
    
MODERATOR 
Evan Torner (University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, OH)

PANELISTS 
• Anikó Imre (University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA)
• Ronald Jackson II (University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, OH)
• Valerie Weinstein (University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, OH)

2:45–3:00 p.m.    
Break

3:00–4:30 p.m.    
Panel 4 and Roundtable: Remedies and Strategies

MODERATOR
Janet Moore (University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, OH)

PANELISTS
• Eddie Bruce-Jones (University of London, London, England)
• Gregor Fischer (University of Graz, Graz, Austria)
• Lena Petrović (American University, Washington, District of Columbia)

4:30–6:00 p.m.    
Closing Reception
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Keynote Speaker

Cheryl I. Harris, JD 
Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert Professor in Civil 
Rights and Civil Liberties, UCLA School of Law,  
Los Angeles, California

Cheryl I. Harris teaches in the areas of Constitu-
tional Law, Civil Rights, Employment Discrimination,  
Critical Race Theory and Race Conscious Remedies. She 
was a key organizer of several major conferences that 
helped establish a dialogue between U.S. legal scholars 
and South African lawyers during the development of 
South Africa’s first democratic constitution.  This work 
played a significant role in the production of her ac-
claimed and influential article, “Whiteness as Property”  
(Harvard Law Review). Since joining the UCLA Law faculty 
in 1998, Harris has continued to produce groundbreak-
ing scholarship in the field of Critical Race Theory, par-
ticularly engaging the issue of how racial frames shape 
our understanding and interpretation of significant 
events like Hurricane Katrina (“Whitewashing Race,” in 
California Law Review), admissions policies (“The New 
Racial Preferences,” in California Law Review) (with Dev-
on Carbado), and anti-discrimination law (“Reading Ric-
ci: Whitening Discrimination, Race-ing Test Fairness,” in 
UCLA Law Review).  Harris has lectured widely on issues 
of race and equality, including in Europe, South Africa, 
and Australia, served as a consultant to the MacArthur 
Foundation, and been on the board of leading academ-
ic societies, including the American Studies Associa-
tion.  She has served as faculty director for the Critical 
Race Studies Program at UCLA School of Law and has 
been widely recognized as a groundbreaking teacher 
in the area of civil rights education, receiving the ACLU  
Foundation of Southern California’s Distinguished Pro-
fessor Award for Civil Rights Education.
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Panelists, Filmmaker, and Moderators

Amna Akbar, JD 
Assistant Professor of Law, The Ohio State  
University Moritz College of Law, Columbus, Ohio
PANEL: INTERSECTIONALITY, SOCIAL MOVEMENTS, 
AND CIVIL SOCIETY

Amna Akbar’s teaching interests at OSU’s Moritz  
College of Law include social movements, criminal law 
and punishment, policing, and inequality.  Her scholar-
ship explores the intersections of national security and 
criminal law, and the potential of social movements to 
transform our thinking about law, law enforcement, 
and law reform. Her articles have appeared or are 
forthcoming in NYU Law Review, UCLA Law Review, UC Ir-
vine Law Review, NOMOS, Citizenship Studies, the Journal 
of Legal Education, The Nation, and more.  Her clinical 
practice is focused on law and organizing.  With her 
students, she has litigated in state, federal, and trans-
national forums against domestic and foreign govern-
ments for rights abuses, produced community-based 
human rights reports, and collaborated with commu-
nity organizations in campaigns for social change.  Fol-
lowing her graduation from the University of Michigan 
Law School, she clerked for Judge Gerard E. Lynch in 
the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New 
York and then worked as a staff attorney at Queens 
Legal Service Corp., part of Legal Services NYC, in a 
community-based battered women’s project.  Prior to 
joining the faculty at Moritz, Akbar taught at New York 
University Law School and the City University of New 
York Law School.

Cengiz Barskanmaz, LLM 
Research Fellow, Max Planck Institute, Berlin, 
Germany
PANEL: CRITICAL RACE THEORY AND RACIAL  
FORMATION 

Cengiz Barskanmaz joined the Max Planck  
Institute for Social Anthropology in May 2017. He is  
a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in the research proj-
ect “Conflict Regulation in Germany’s Plural Soci-
ety.” Through this project, he is conducting a legal  
ethnography of Yazidis in Germany. He is also an 
adjunct faculty member at DePaul University (Chi-
cago), where he co-teaches “Intersectionality and 
Human Rights.” As part of the larger international 
project “Islam in the West,” he conducted empirical 
research on Muslims in Germany. As an advocate for  
non-discrimination law, he has worked closely with 
several religious and ethnic communities in Berlin. In 
his capacity as a legal consultant for the Open Society 
Foundations, he worked on strategic litigation cases 
in the area of ethnic discrimination in the educational 
system in Berlin. In the past, Barskanmaz also acted 
as an expert for the Commission for Constitutional 
Affairs of the Abgeordnetenhaus von Berlin (Berlin 
State Parliament), consulting over the removal of the 
word “race” from the Berlin Constitution. Further-
more, he served as an expert in the Bundestag (Ger-
man Federal Parliament) relating a bill on aggravation 
of penalties for hate speech.
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Gregor Fischer, MJur
Project Assistant, European Training and Research 
Centre for Human Rights and Democracy,  
University of Graz, Graz, Austria
PANEL: REMEDIES AND STRATEGIES 

Gregor Fischer has been working at the European 
Training and Research Centre for Human Rights and 
Democracy at the University of Graz (UNI-ETC) since 
he was an undergraduate student in 2013 and, since 
2016, he has been a Project Assistant at the Centre.  
His research focuses on issues relating to the inclusion 
of marginalized groups as well as the nexus of sports, 
anti-discrimination, and human rights.  On these top-
ics, his publications include “Persistent Forms of Dis-
crimination in the Context of Romani Communities in 
Austria” and FIFA and Human Rights: From Harsh Tackles 
to Fair Play? (NWV, 2017).

Eddie Bruce-Jones, DPhil, LLM, JD
Senior Lecturer in Law and Assistant Dean for  
International Links & Enterprise, Birkbeck School 
of Law at University of London, London, England
PANEL: REMEDIES AND STRATEGIES

Eddie Bruce-Jones’ research interests include compar-
ative anti-discrimination law, human rights and rights 
critique, international refugee law, legal theory, prison 
studies, “culture,” and colonialism.  Bruce-Jones is cur-
rently completing a manuscript on Black activism and 
German law, which considers the limits of legal tools 
in social justice advocacy and concepts of belonging 
in and to Europe vis-à-vis legal structures and logics of 
citizenship.  The project further analyzes the tension 
between conventional legal discourse and experiential 
modes of describing state violence, anti-discrimina-
tion legislation, and immigration policies to arrive at 
a deeper understanding of the ways that laws affect 
the lives of self-identified Black Germans.  He is also 
involved in ongoing comparative examination of the 
nexus between forced migration and forced labor be-
tween 1800 and the present.
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Tiffany Florvil, PhD
Assistant Professor of History, University of New 
Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico
PANEL: INTERSECTIONALITY, SOCIAL MOVEMENTS, 
AND CIVIL SOCIETY

Tiffany Florvil is a historian of the modern and late 
modern period in Europe, specifically with respect to 
social movements, gender and sexuality, emotions, 
and the African diaspora.  She is currently revising 
her manuscript, “Making a Movement: A History of 
Black Germans, Gender, and Belonging.”  “Making 
a Movement” is a cultural history of the interplay of 
emotions, social activism, transnational feminism, and 
the African/Black diaspora in Germany, in which she 
explores the emergence of the Black German move-
ment of the 1980s and 1990s and traces the evolution 
of intellectual and activist tradition inspired by Ca-
ribbean-American feminist poet Audre Lorde.  Florvil 
is co-editing a forthcoming volume (under contract 
with Peter Lang Press) titled Rethinking Black German  
Studies: Approaches, Interventions, and Histories. She is 
the Co-Chair of the Black Diaspora Studies Network 
at the German Studies Association, for which she has 
organized numerous panels and roundtables. Addi-
tionally, she is the Co-Chair of the Emotion Network at 
the German Studies Association.  Florvil also is a digital 
humanist, serving as the Co-Founder, Network Editor, 
and Advisory Board Member for H-Black-Europe and 
a Co-Founder and Network Editor of H-Emotions.  She 
blogs for Black Perspectives, published by the African 
American Intellectual History Society, and also is a part 
of the transnational group Black Central Europe. 

Emily M.S. Houh, JD
Gustavus Henry Wald Professor of the Law and 
Contracts and Co-Director of the Center for Race, 
Gender, and Social Justice, University of Cincinnati 
College of Law, Cincinnati, Ohio 
PANEL: CRITICAL RACE THEORY AND RACIAL FORMA-
TION (MODERATOR)

At Cincinnati Law, where she has been on the faculty 
since 2003, Emily Houh teaches contracts, commercial 
law, and critical race theory.  Following her graduation 
from the University of Michigan Law School, where she 
was a co-founder of the Michigan Journal of Race and 
Law, Houh served as a law clerk to the Honorable Anna 
Diggs Taylor on the United States District Court for the 
Eastern District of Michigan; then as a staff attorney 
with the Legal Assistance Foundation of Chicago; and 
later as a commercial litigation associate at Miller, 
Canfield, Paddock & Stone, PLC, in Detroit, Michigan. 
Much of Houh’s past and current scholarship focuses 
on the interplay between contract law, critical race the-
ory, and socioeconomic (in)equality.  Her more recent 
research with Cincinnati Law colleague Kristin Kalsem 
(PhD, JD) looks at how participatory action research 
methods can be used to engage in critical race/fem-
inist praxis in the contexts of predatory lending and 
economic justice.
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Ronald L. Jackson II, PhD
Professor of Communication, University of  
Cincinnati, Cincinnati, Ohio
PANEL: REPRESENTATION AND MEDIA 

Ronald Jackson is a past co-editor of Critical Studies in 
Media Communication.  His research explores empir-
ical, conceptual, and critical approaches to the study 
of masculinity, identity negotiation, Whiteness, and  
Afrocentricity.  He is the author of 14 books, including 
Interpreting Tyler Perry (Routledge, 2013).  Jackson is 
the Second Vice President of the National Communi-
cation Association.

Anikó Imre, PhD
Professor and Chair, Division of Cinema & Media 
Studies, University of Southern California, Los  
Angeles, California
PANEL: REPRESENTATION AND MEDIA 

In addition to being a faculty member and Chair of 
the Division of Cinema and Media Studies, Anikó Imre 
is a member of the faculty board of the Interdivisional 
Media Arts and Practice Doctoral Program (iMAP) at 
USC.  Prior to joining USC, she completed a three-year 
postdoctoral fellowship at the Amsterdam School of 
Cultural Analysis (ASCA) at the University of Amster-
dam, where she participated in a collaborative project 
on media globalization and post-Wall European trans-
formations.  She has published widely and teaches 
courses on film and media theory, global television, 
national and transnational media, and European me-
dia.  Imre is the author of TV Socialism (Duke Univer-
sity Press, 2016) and Identity Games: Globalization and 
the Transformation of PostCommunist Media Cultures 
(MIT Press, 2009), editor of East European Cinemas (AFI 
Film Readers, Routledge, 2005), The Blackwell Compan-
ion to East European Cinemas (2012), and co-editor of 
Transnational Feminism in Film and Media (Palgrave, 
2007), Popular Television in the New Europe (Routledge, 
2012), as well as of special issues of The Journal of 
Popular Film and Television on Television Entertainment 
in the New Europe (2012), the European Journal of Cul-
tural Studies on Media Globalization and Post-Socialist 
Identities (May 2009), and Feminist Media Studies, on 
Transcultural Feminist Mediations (December 2009).  
Imre co-edits the Palgrave book series Global Cinemas 
and sits on the editorial boards of several journals in 
media, cultural, and communication studies.

Angela Kocze, PhD
Visiting Assistant Professor, Women’s, Gender, 
and Sexuality Studies Program, Wake Forest  
University, Winston-Salem, North Carolina
PANEL: INTERSECTIONALITY, SOCIAL MOVEMENTS, 
AND CIVIL SOCIETY

Angela Kocze is an affiliated research fellow at the Cen-
ter for Policy Studies at Central European University, 
Budapest, Hungary.  She is the principle investigator of 
a research project (2013-16) on Institutionalization of 
Romani Politics After 1989 in Hungary, funded by the 
Hungarian Social Research Fund.  Her research focus-
es on the intersections among gender, ethnicity, and 
class as well as the social and legal inequalities of Roma 
in various European countries.  She has published sev-
eral peer-reviewed academic articles, book chapters 
in volumes published by various international press-
es, including Palgrave Macmillan, Ashgate, and Central 
European University Press, and several thematic policy 
papers related to social inclusion, gender equality, so-
cial justice, and civil society.  Kocze currently is writing 
a book on Romani women, specifically their political 
representation and social struggles in post-socialist 
Europe. In 2013, the Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars honored Kocze with the Ion Ratiu 
Democracy Award for her interdisciplinary research 
approach combining community engagement and 
policy making with in-depth participatory research on 
the situation of Roma. Outside of her academic career, 
she worked as a Senior Policy Advisor in the Hungar-
ian Government, was a director of the human rights 
education program at the European Roma Rights Cen-
ter, and was the founding director of the Romaversitas 
program in Budapest, which offers scholarship and 
mentorship to underprivileged students.
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Janet Moore, MA, MA, JD
Professor, University of Cincinnati College of Law, 
Cincinnati, Ohio
PANEL: REMEDIES AND STRATEGIES (MODERATOR)

Janet Moore teaches criminal law, criminal procedure, 
evidence, and civil rights litigation at the University of 
Cincinnati College of Law.  After graduation from law 
school, she clerked for the Honorable J. Dickson Phil-
lips, Jr. on the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Fourth Circuit. Moore’s scholarship has been published 
or is forthcoming in journals such as Washington Law 
Review, Ohio State Journal of Criminal Law, and Behav-
ioral Sciences & the Law.  Moore’s scholarship identifies 
conditions that empower stakeholders to obtain great-
er transparency and accountability from carceral sys-
tems.  Her work is informed by critical theory, interdis-
ciplinary research partnerships, and long experience 
in both capital defense and justice reform advocacy. 
The impact of her scholarship is evident in her work 
co-convening the Indigent Defense Research Associa-
tion, a national organization of practitioners, research-
ers, and policy makers who use data to improve public 
defense, and her service as an invited expert for the 
American Bar Association’s Indigent Defense Advisory 
Group, the Indigent Defense Commissions of Michi-
gan and Texas, and the Steering and Amicus Commit-
tees of the National Association for Public Defense.  
Moore’s scholarship also led to her roles co-chairing 
a national task force on discovery reform, drafting a 
model criminal discovery reform bill, and serving as an 
advisor during the drafting and passage of the Michael 
Morton Act, which reformed criminal discovery proce-
dures in Texas. 

Sami Mustafa 
Filmmaker and producer of Trapped by Law, Lyon, 
France

Sami Mustafa is an award-winning documentary direc-
tor, producer, and writer. He is founder of Romawood, 
an NGO and film company that fosters self-represen-
tation of the Romani minority in Europe, as well as the 
Rolling Film Festival.  He also serves as artistic direc-
tor of the International Romani Film Commission.  His 
more than 50 documentaries and feature-length films 
include Road to Home, the story of a young Kosovar 
who is visiting his occupied neighborhood across the 
river of Mitrovica after the Kosovo war (screened at 
Cannes Film Festival in 2007), and Nachi Palem Khere 
(Never Back Home), which captures the lives of inter-
nally displaced families from different parts of Kosovo.  
Mustafa advises for film festivals across Europe such 
as the Cottbus, Douarnenez, Cineromani, and Mot-
ovun film festivals. He hails from Kosovo and is cur-
rently based in Lyon, France.

Mathias Möschel, PhD, LLM
Associate Professor, Central European University, 
Budapest, Hungary
PANEL: CRITICAL RACE THEORY AND RACIAL  
FORMATION

Mathias Möschel is one of the first scholars to adapt 
critical race theory to the European setting.  His re-
search falls generally in the fields of comparative (con-
stitutional) law, international human rights law, and 
non-discrimination law, mainly from critical race theo-
ry and gender perspectives.  Prior to coming to Central 
European University, Möschel held research and teach-
ing positions at University of Paris Ouest Nanterre La 
Defense, New York University, and the Institut de Droit 
Compare of University of Paris II (Pantheon-Assas).  He 
has also worked at the European Commission.
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Lena Petrović, LLB 
Hubert H. Humphrey Fellow, Washington College 
of Law, American University, Washington, District 
of Columbia
PANEL: REMEDIES AND STRATEGIES

Lena Petrović has been working as a legal officer at the 
Belgrade Centre for Human Rights in Serbia by provid-
ing pro bono legal aid to asylum-seekers and monitor-
ing the state of refugees in Serbia.  She also monitors 
the freedom of peaceful assembly in Serbia and advo-
cates for legislative amendments in this field.  She was 
awarded the International Parliament Stipend from 
the Bundestag (German Parliament) which provided 
her the opportunity for professional development in 
the field of political rights and freedoms.  She has pub-
lished and edited several reports and legal analyses in 
the field of refugee law and delivered numerous pre-
sentations at national and international seminars and 
conferences.  She currently is a Hubert H. Humphrey 
Fellow, working to broaden her knowledge of interna-
tional human rights law, improve her legal research 
and advocacy skills, and establish professional rela-
tionships with other fellows and experts.

Debra Thompson, PhD
Associate Professor of Political Science, University 
of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon
PANEL: CRITICAL RACE THEORY AND RACIAL  
FORMATION

Debra Thompson specializes in race and ethnic pol-
itics.  She is one of the world’s leading scholars on 
the comparative politics of race.  A political scientist 
with strong interdisciplinary orientations, Thompson’s 
teaching and research interests focus on the rela-
tionships among race, the state, and public policy in 
comparative context. Before coming to the University 
of Oregon, Thompson taught at Northwestern Univer-
sity and Ohio University, and held a SSHRC postdoc-
toral fellowship with the Center for American Political 
Studies at Harvard University.  Thompson’s book, The 
Schematic State: Race, Transnationalism, and the Politics 
of the Census (Cambridge University Press, 2016), is a 
study of the political development of racial classifica-
tions on the national censuses of the United States, 
Canada, and Great Britain.  It received the Race and 
Ethnic Politics Section of the American Political Sci-
ence Association’s best book award in race and com-
parative politics and an honorable mention from the 
American Political Science Association’s International 
Politics and History Section.  Thompson is current-
ly working on two additional book projects. The first  
explores the Black Lives Matter movement through the 
lens of American exceptionalism. The second project, 
co-authored with Keith Banting of Queen’s University, 
explores the puzzling persistence of racial inequality 
in Canada, which continues despite a social safety net 
and model of diversity governance that many assume 
is far more robust, redistributive, and egalitarian than 
those that exist in the United States.
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Evan Torner, PhD
Assistant Professor and Undergraduate Director, 
German Studies, University of Cincinnati,  
Cincinnati, Ohio
PANEL: REPRESENTATION AND MEDIA (MODERATOR)

Evan Torner has authored several articles focusing on 
East Germany, critical race theory, DEFA Indianerfilme, 
science fiction, transnational genre cinema, and game 
studies. He has also co-edited several books.  His vol-
ume Immersive Gameplay: Essays on Role-Playing and 
Participatory Media, co-edited with William J. White, 
was published with McFarland Publishing in 2012, and 
he is one of the founding editors of the journal Analog 
Game Studies.  Torner’s current projects include: Hand-
book of East German Cinema: The DEFA Legacy, co-edit-
ed with Henning Wrage and under contract with Wal-
ter De Gruyter, and a monograph entitled A Century 
and Beyond: Critical Readings of German Science-Fiction 
Cinema. His primary research interests include East 
German (DEFA) cinema, transnational genre cinema, 
critical race theory/postcolonialism, science fiction 
(1871-present), game studies, and Marx and the Glob-
al Left.  He also examines areas including technology 
and masculinity, the works of Alfred Döblin, Europe-
an film history, digital archival practices, eighteenth- 
to twentieth-century literature and drama, electronic 
music, DaDa and Surrealism, second-language acquisi-
tion, asexuality in the media, role-playing game theory, 
live-action role-playing (LARP), analog game studies, 
digital adventure games, and translation.

Michele Vialet, PhD 
Professor of French and Francophone Literatures, 
University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, Ohio
PANEL: INTERSECTIONALITY, SOCIAL MOVEMENTS, 
AND CIVIL SOCIETY (MODERATOR)

Michele Vialet teaches and conducts research in French 
and Francophone studies, especially French Classicism 
(comic novels, Classical theater, the Moralists, the pow-
er of laughter) and twentieth- and twenty-first-centu-
ry colonial and post-colonial literatures, cultures and 
films (Maghreb, Rwanda, exile and immigration, rac-
ism, and the representation of Africa in pictures and 
films). An expert in seventeenth-century literature, she 
is the author of numerous articles and book chapters, 
as well as a monograph, Triomphe de l’iconoclaste: “Le 
roman bourgeois” et les lois de cohérence Romanesque 
(1989).  In Francophone studies, she has published 
articles on contemporary women writers, co-edited a 
volume on Assia Djebar, Assia Djebar: écrivaine entre 
deux rives (2011), and a volume on Julia Kristeva, Kriste-
va in Process: The Fertility of Thought.  Vialet teaches in-
troduction to literary analysis, and intermediate and 
advanced linguistic and cultural literacy.



16

Valerie A. Weinstein, PhD
Associate Professor of Women’s, Gender, and  
Sexuality Studies and German Studies, University 
of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, Ohio
PANEL: REPRESENTATION AND MEDIA

Valerie Weinstein earned her PhD in German Studies 
with a concentration in Feminist, Gender, and Sexual-
ity Studies from Cornell University in 2000. She came 
to the University of Cincinnati in 2012 after having 
been a faculty member at Williams College, University 
of Nevada, Reno, and Tulane University.  She teach-
es a variety of undergraduate and graduate courses, 
from Feminist Theory to Nazi Cinema.  Weinstein is the 
co-editor, with Barbara Hales and Mihaela Petrescu, 
of Continuity and Crisis in German Cinema 1928-1936  
(Camden House, 2016) and is currently completing a 
book on anti-Semitism and film comedy in Nazi Ger-
many.  Weinstein has authored refereed articles and 
book chapters on gender and Jewishness in German 
film between the two world wars, and on other topics 
ranging from early twentieth-century anthropological 
film footage to Turkish-German literature, to music 
videos by the heavy metal band Rammstein.
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Conference Planning Committee

Sunnie Rucker-Chang 
Assistant Professor 
German Studies
Director
European Studies, College of Arts & Sciences 

Felix Chang 
Associate Professor 
College of Law
Director
European Studies, College of Arts & Sciences

Jennie Edelstein 
Program Coordinator 
College of Law

Sherry English 
Director of Communications & College Relations 
College of Law

Emily Houh 
Gustavus Henry Wald Professor of the Law  
and Contracts
Co-Director 
Center for Race, Gender, and Social Justice 
College of Law

Kristin Kalsem 
Charles Hartsock Professor of Law
Co-Director 
Center for Race, Gender, and Social Justice
College of Law

Janet Moore 
Associate Professor 
Co-Director 
Center for Race, Gender, and Social Justice
College of Law
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Thank You to Our Sponsors!

This event is presented by UC’s Department of European 
Studies, Center for Race, Gender, and Social Justice, Taft 
Research Center, College of Law, German Studies, Office of 
Equity & Inclusion, and the Office of Graduate Programs.

 
Office of  
Equity, Inclusion &  
Community Impact 
 

University of Cincinnati
Office of Graduate Programs
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